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Welcome to Northampton Academy Sixth Form

Thank you for considering the Northampton Academy Sixth Form, we are 
delighted to welcome you with this prospectus.

The Motto of the Academy is ‘The Best in Everyone’, and we work hard with 
all of our students to enable them to achieve their full potential. In return, we 
expect hard work and commitment throughout their time at the Academy. 

With a choice of over 25 subjects, you will be able to follow courses that 
interest you and suit your abilities, including A Levels and BTEC courses.

By the end of your studies at Northampton Academy, you will be prepared for 
progression to university, employment or training. You will be given specialist 
support with Oxbridge and subject specific entrance examinations for Russell 
Group Universities. We have a strong tradition of students gaining places at 
some of the UK’s leading establishments, including Oxford and Cambridge 
University. 

During the rest of this year there will be the opportunity to visit the Sixth 
Form and experience Sixth Form lessons. Furthermore, our Open Evening 
will enable you to discuss available courses and combinations of courses 
with our experienced and dedicated teachers and some leading university 
representatives. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Northampton Academy Sixth Form.
Mrs. Lesley Powell 
Assistant Principal -  
Sixth Form

Mr. Nat Parnell 
Principal
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At Northampton Academy, our Sixth Formers have exclusive use of our £1million state of-the-art Sixth Form Centre. 
The Centre has 7 dedicated classrooms, all with interactive screens and Wi-Fi connectivity, a large lecture theatre and 
a large boardroom. 

There is a dedicated Sixth Form IT suite and an interactive workroom where students can access external courses 
and take part in remote lectures. Sixth Form students have their own separate library and a spacious common room 
where they can study and take their breaks between classes.

Our Sixth Form Centre
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We believe that, of the United Learning Values, the three that best define Northampton Academy are Respect, 
Determination and Ambition. Our vision, our mission, and our values have been arrived at after consultation with 
staff and students at Northampton Academy.

 
 
Every decision we take, from appointing staff, to creating policies and deciding student pathways, is made using 
these values.  We expect all staff to exhibit them and use them in decision-making.  We encourage all young people, 
and their families, to work within these values. 

 

Northampton Academy Values 

Respect
  Respect For others

 Respect for ourselves

 Respect for our environment

Determination
 Not giving up, especially 

 during adversity

 Embracing the challenges of  
 learning at a high level

 Supporting each other  
 to achieve

 Ambition
 Aiming to achieve the  

 highest outcomes possible

 Aspiring to achieve the  
 best jobs, college and  
 university places

 Offering leadership    
 opportunities for all

    Providing a safe, caring and exciting environment for young people. Putting young people at 
the centre of every decision. Developing ambition, confidence and resilience through a relentless 
focus on opportunities and standards.
“

”

Our Mission:
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As a student in the Sixth Form you will have personal responsibility for:

Hard work and commitment
We really want you to succeed; we will set you individual learning targets, and subject and tutorial staff will monitor 
your progress regularly. You must attend all your lessons and complete all homework; this is of course the basis for 
success, achievement and enjoyment.

Contributing to the life of the Academy
Part of the role of a Sixth Form is to help its students become fulfilled, mature and ‘rounded’ young adults.  
We will expect you to play a full part in the life of the Academy through engaging in extra curricular activities 
and programmes, and taking on positions of responsibility across the whole of the Academy within the Student 
Leadership Team.

Acting as role models for the younger pupils within the Academy
As the senior students within the Academy we will expect you to show leadership, maturity and responsibility.   
We will expect you to play your part in promoting the ethos and values of the Academy, particularly in terms of care, 
tolerance, hard work and excellent behaviour. 

Sixth Form Expectations

    To be an Academy of character and excellence.   
To provide a unique and extraordinary experience that  
sets us apart: locally, nationally and internationally.

“  
”

Our Vision:
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Which Subjects Should I Study?

Your subject choices should reflect not only your study interests and academic strengths but also your long term 
higher education and career intentions. Remember that employers and university admissions tutors expect you to 
have developed a specialism in particular subjects but also want you to demonstrate a ‘breadth’ of knowledge and 
skills drawn from a number of different subjects. 

We offer a wide variety of courses, some of which you will have studied up to Year 11 and others which are brand 
new and only available in the Sixth Form.

There are some subjects which have a traditional exam focus and there are others where the assessment is project-
based and is continuous throughout the course. It is important to make the choices that are right for you.

Students are normally expected to study a linked group including some facilitating subjects. The number studied 
will be dependent on individual aptitude. Each student is individually guided on subject choices. However, the 
most important factor in achieving success in Northampton Academy Sixth Form is selecting the most appropriate 
courses.  Advice and expert guidance is always available from your subject tutors and the Sixth Form team.

“    No learners leave the school without employment,  
education or training placements.     
Ofsted Feb 2016 ”
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We are very proud of our flourishing Sixth Form which year-on-year has seen 
results improving and students moving on to top universities or highly skilled 
apprenticeships. 

The Academy offers over 25 courses with strong provision and results in STEM 
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). Students have access to 
our state-of-the-art study centre exclusively for Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form students are supported with personal tutors, UCAS guidance 
and mentoring from businesses such as Barclaycard. They also have access 
to a first-class enrichment and careers programme. They will all have the 
opportunity to work with employers and also to mentor younger students. 

Year 12 students complete work experience, further enhancing their skills and 
experience for further and higher education or the workplace. The full range 
of options are explored to focus on the best interest of the individual student 
including apprenticeships, vocational courses, employment with training or  
A Levels.

Pathway to University
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Caring, Welfare and Support for Students: 
A Learning Partnership

Support for Students
As a full-time student you will be a member of a tutor group and meet your tutor daily. The Academy’s tutorial 
system is designed to help you achieve your full potential, support your attendance and punctuality, assist with 
applications for Higher Education and encourage your personal and social development. Your Personal Tutor will be 
important during your time in the Academy Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form staff, including the head of year, tutors, administrative staff and other guidance and support staff, 
are all here to support you through your time with us. Your success will be achieved through a strong, three-way 
partnership between us, the Academy’s staff, you and your parents/carers. They too have a significant role to play in 
supporting your progress and full attendance. 

Your day will be from 8.40 am to 4.30 pm. Some personal time is given as a privilege in Year 12 and this will 
normally include a morning and an afternoon where you would not be required to be on site.

“   The Sixth Form leader is committed to ensuring all  
learners receive the best support they can; she is  
ambitious for all learners.     
Ofsted February 2016 ”
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What do you like about Northampton Academy?
Northampton Academy is a diverse school where everyone feels accepted and 
challenged in terms of their education. It is a school that encourages every 
student to achieve above and beyond their potential. I believe these are the 
things that most define Northampton Academy. They are also the reasons why 
I wanted to continue my study here.

Why did you choose Northampton Academy Sixth Form?
I chose Northampton Academy Sixth Form because it offers students every 
opportunity and encouragement to achieve their greatest potential. The 
teachers are solely dedicated to getting you where you want to be and the 
hard-working staff are focused on nothing but helping you.

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future  
Sixth Formers?
I would recommend Northampton Academy Sixth Form because it promotes 
ambition in every aspect of education and therefore enables students 
to succeed way beyond their expectations. Furthermore, I can say from 
experience that the teaching standard is extremely high and can maximise 
anyone’s potential to the fullest.

What are your career plans?
After Year 13 I intend on getting a degree in Modern Languages. After I 
receive my degree I would like to follow into a career in humanitarian and 
international relief work.

What do you like about Northampton Academy?
Since starting at Northampton Academy in Year 7 I have always felt a sense 
of belonging. I started here knowing nobody else, but the friendly community 
that surrounded me allowed me to grow and quickly make new friends. 
For me this creates the core foundations of a good learning centre, an 
environment where everyone is looking after each other. 

Why did you choose Northampton Academy Sixth Form?
For me I always wanted a community in which the staff focus on getting 
the most out of each student as an individual. The support and help given 
throughout my time at Northampton Academy has allowed me to develop and 
grow, providing me with opportunities to reach my goals and ambitions. 

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future  
Sixth Formers?
The new Sixth Form area that the school has recently built is a friendly place, 
it is almost like a second home to me as I never have to leave it. This really 
appealed to me as everything I need is all in one area and I don’t have to go 
running around from block to block to get to my next lesson.

What are your career plans?
I want to go to university to study Computer Science with a year in industry. 
I feel like the year in industry will really help me when I leave university and 
give me the experience that I need to hopefully become a programmer  
one day.

Success Stories
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Petra Palminha, Year 13

Marcus Johnson, Year 13
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Enrichment is a very important and compulsory part of the Sixth Form experience. It ensures that you develop 
new skills and talents outside the formal learning environment, as well as learning from new opportunities. At 
Northampton Academy there are a wealth of enrichment activities available to support the academic subjects and 
to provide you with valuable life skills and experiences beyond the classroom.

Northampton Academy is committed to providing a programme of careers education, information, advice and 
guidance (CEIAG). This makes a major contribution to preparing you for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of life.

We collaborate with further and higher education establishments to give independent advice and help you to 
choose the right career path to suit your individual needs. 

Strong links have been forged with local businesses and apprenticeship providers who regularly visit us to hold 
innovative workshops and practical career and enterprise days, giving an insight into the world of work that awaits 
you after your studies.

Northampton Academy is the proud winner of two major awards; The National Enterprise Challenge School of the 
Year and KS3 and KS4 Enterprise Boy of the Year. We actively take part in the Enterprise Programme Pixl Edge, 
helping our students to develop ambition and key understanding of work based skills. 

Further information about careers and guidance at Northampton Academy can be found in the careers section on 
our website. 

Please see our separate insert for a comprehensive list of current enrichment opportunities.

Enrichment and Careers Advice
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Student Leadership Opportunities
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Ayotunde Adeeyo - Head Boy
“Acquiring the role of Head Boy allows me to oversee and manage the wellbeing of many year groups and ensure 
the continuing development and progress of the students. I am also able to aid parents and prospective students 
during open days, which greatly improves my communication skills. As Head Boy, I have been given the privilege 
to demonstrate and exemplify the core values of Northampton Academy which are Respect, Determination and 
Ambition to both students, teachers and visitors. This has hopefully inspired students to choose Northampton 
Academy as the best institution for them to embark on their Sixth Form study in Northamptonshire. This role 
although demanding is a pleasure, thanks to the extremely supportive staff and the continual support of the rest of 
the Leadership Team.”

Abisola Okubanjo - Head Girl
“As Head Girl, I have the opportunity to be a voice that represents the 
student body, communicating their ideas and vision for the school. With core 
principles such as teamwork and determination, I am able to give advice, 
guidance and support to students and parents. The position allows me to be 
actively involved in school matters, by implementing changes students want 
and being a good role model to all those around me. The role appealed to 
me because I wanted to have a hand in turning student’s ideas into reality; I 
wanted the chance to personally collaborate with students and staff to make 
our school the best it can be.” 

Leadership skills at every level are vitally important for young people. These qualities will help you develop a 
persuasive ability to influence others in a positive fashion. Improving your confidence and ability to sell yourself 
during interview is crucial in your preparation for the journey beyond Sixth Form to university, employment  
or training.

Northampton Academy Charter - We Promise

 Leadership opportunities for every student, every year

 A safe, caring and exciting environment

 To uphold the core values of Respect, Determination and Ambition in everything we do

The Sixth Form Leadership Team
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If you are currently a student at Northampton Academy you can apply for the Sixth Form directly using the 
information sheet contained with this prospectus.  

You will be invited for an advice and guidance interview with a member of the Sixth Form team during December. 
The invitation will contain information about the date, time and venue for the discussion. Following this you 
should receive a conditional offer of a place in the Academy Sixth Form, which will be subject to you achieving the 
necessary grades and entry requirements.

Before making any final decisions you will also have the opportunity to experience taster sessions from your 
chosen subjects. This will help you select appropriate courses. 

For all Year 11 students it is a good idea for you to read through this prospectus and our Admission Policy 
thoroughly to check that the right course is available for you and that you are eligible to enter our Sixth Form.  
Also talk through your application with your parents/carers and current teachers. Bursaries are available to support 
eligible students. Further information is available at the Sixth Form office.

We welcome applications from external students. Please visit our website for further information. 

How to Apply for a Sixth Form Place


