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Welcome to Northampton Academy Sixth Form

Thank you for considering Northampton Academy Sixth Form, we are 
delighted to welcome you with this prospectus.

The motto of the Academy is ‘The Best in Everyone’ and we work hard with 
all of our students to enable them to achieve their full potential. In return, we 
expect hard work and commitment throughout their time at the Academy. 

With a choice of over 25 subjects, you will be able to follow courses that 
interest you and suit your abilities, including A Level and BTEC courses.

By the end of your studies at Northampton Academy, you will be prepared for 
progression to university, employment or training.  You will be given specialist 
support with Oxbridge and subject specific entrance examinations for Russell 
Group Universities.  We have a strong tradition of students gaining places at 
some of the UK’s leading establishments, including Oxford and Cambridge 
University. 

During the rest of this year there will be the opportunity to visit the Sixth 
Form and experience Sixth Form lessons. Furthermore, our Open Evening 
will enable you to discuss available courses and combinations of courses 
with our experienced and dedicated teachers and some leading university 
representatives. 

We are committed to the safeguarding and welfare of our young people,  
providing a safe and caring environment in which they can achieve the very  
best academic qualifications. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Northampton Academy Sixth Form.

Miss Jane Smith 
Assistant Principal -  
Sixth Form

Mr. Nat Parnell 
Principal



At Northampton Academy, our Sixth Formers have exclusive use of our £1million state of-the-art Sixth Form centre. 
The centre has 7 dedicated classrooms, all with interactive screens and Wi-Fi connectivity, a large lecture theatre and 
a boardroom. 

There are two dedicated Sixth Form IT suites and an interactive workroom where students can access external 
courses and take part in remote lectures. Sixth Form students have their own separate library for silent study and a 
spacious common room where they can study and take their breaks between classes.

Our Sixth Form Centre
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We believe that, of the United Learning Values, the three that best define Northampton Academy are Respect, 
Determination and Ambition. Our vision, our mission, and our values have been arrived at after consultation with 
staff and students at Northampton Academy.

 
 
Every decision we take, from appointing staff, to creating policies and deciding student pathways, is made using 
these values.  We expect all staff to exhibit them and use them in decision-making.  We encourage all young people, 
and their families, to work within these values. 

 

Northampton Academy Values 

Respect
  Respect For others

 Respect for ourselves

 Respect for our environment

Determination
 Not giving up, especially 

 during adversity

 Embracing the challenges of  
 learning at a high level

 Supporting each other  
 to achieve

 Ambition
 Aiming to achieve the  

 highest outcomes possible

 Aspiring to achieve the  
 best jobs, college and  
 university places

 Offering leadership    
 opportunities for all

    Providing a safe, caring and exciting environment for young people. Putting young people at 
the centre of every decision. Developing ambition, confidence and resilience through a relentless 
focus on opportunities and standards.
“

”

Our Mission:
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As a student in the Sixth Form you will have personal responsibility for:

Hard work and commitment
We really want you to succeed; we will set you individual learning targets, and subject and tutorial staff will monitor 
your progress regularly. You must attend all your lessons and complete all homework.  This is of course the basis for 
success, achievement and enjoyment.

Contributing to the life of the Academy
Part of the role of a Sixth Form is to help its students become fulfilled, mature and ‘rounded’ young adults.  
We will expect you to play a full part in the life of the Academy through engaging in extra-curricular activities 
and programmes, and taking on positions of responsibility across the whole of the Academy within the Student 
Leadership Team.

Acting as role models for the younger pupils within the Academy
As the senior students within the Academy we will expect you to show leadership, maturity and responsibility.   
We will expect you to play your part in promoting the ethos and values of the Academy, particularly in terms of care, 
tolerance, hard work and excellent behaviour. 

Sixth Form Expectations

    To be an Academy of character and excellence.   
To provide a unique and extraordinary experience that  
sets us apart: locally, nationally and internationally.

“  
”

Our Vision:
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Which Subjects Should I Study?

Your subject choices should reflect not only your study interests and academic strengths but also your long term 
higher education and career intentions. Remember that employers and university admissions tutors expect you to 
have developed a specialism in particular subjects but also want you to demonstrate a ‘breadth’ of knowledge and 
skills drawn from a number of different subjects. 

We offer a wide variety of courses, some of which you will have studied up to Year 11 and others which are brand 
new and only available in the Sixth Form.

There are some subjects which have a traditional exam focus and there are others where the assessment is project-
based and is continuous throughout the course. It is important to make the choices that are right for you.

Students are normally expected to study a linked group including some facilitating subjects. The number studied 
will be dependent on individual aptitude. Each student is individually guided on subject choices. However, the 
most important factor in achieving success in Northampton Academy Sixth Form is selecting the most appropriate 
courses.  Advice and expert guidance is always available from your subject tutors and the Sixth Form team.

“    No learners leave the school without employment,  
education or training placements.     
Ofsted Feb 2016 ”
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We are very proud of our flourishing Sixth Form, which year-on-year, has seen 
results improving and students moving on to top universities or highly skilled 
apprenticeships. 

The Academy offers over 25 courses with strong provision and results in STEM 
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). Students have access to 
our state-of-the-art study centre exclusively for Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form students are supported with personal tutors, UCAS guidance 
and mentoring from businesses such as Barclaycard. They also have access 
to a first-class enrichment and careers programme. They will all have the 
opportunity to work with employers and also to mentor younger students. 

Year 12 students complete work experience, further enhancing their skills and 
experience for further and higher education or the workplace. The full range 
of options are explored to focus on the best interest of the individual student 
including apprenticeships, vocational courses, employment with training or  
A Levels.

Pathway to University
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Caring, Welfare and Support for Students: 
A Learning Partnership

Support for Students
As a full-time student you will be a member of a tutor group and meet your tutor daily. The Academy’s tutorial 
system is designed to help you achieve your full potential, support your attendance and punctuality, assist with 
applications for Higher Education and encourage your personal and social development. Your Personal Tutor will be 
important during your time in the Academy Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form staff, including the head of year, tutors, administrative staff and other guidance and support staff, 
are all here to support you through your time with us. Your success will be achieved through a strong, three-way 
partnership between us, the Academy’s staff, you and your parents/carers. They too have a significant role to play in 
supporting your progress and full attendance. 

Your day will be from 8.40am to 4.30pm. Some personal time is given as a privilege in Year 12 and this will normally 
include a morning and an afternoon where you would not be required to be on site.

“   The Sixth Form leader is committed to ensuring all  
learners receive the best support they can; she is  
ambitious for all learners.     
Ofsted February 2016 ”
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What do you like about Northampton Academy?
I have always found Northampton Academy to be a highly supportive school 
and there is always someone to talk to. The school truly want the best for 
everyone who attends and ensure that students reach their full potential 
during their studies. I’ve always admired how diverse and accepting the school 
community is here. 

Why did you choose Northampton Academy Sixth Form?
Due to the supportive nature of Northampton Academy, the Sixth Form team 
in particular, I knew I would receive expert guidance and also an array of 
opportunities, in order to get to where I want to be in the future.  Attending 
Northampton Academy prior to Sixth Form, showed me how dedicated the 
staff are in encouraging students, always doing everything in their power to 
help them achieve their goals. 

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future  
Sixth Formers?
The level of expertise the Sixth Form team and staff have means that as a 
student you have a personalised and guided experience in your studies. The 
staff are as passionate about your aspirations as you are, they will always 
strive to ensure you reach your goals. Due to high levels of communication 
and the help that is given, Northampton Academy Sixth Form is a friendly 
community to be in. 

What are your career plans?
After Year 13, I plan to attend university to study Psychology. Upon receiving 
my degree, I wish to work in the field of either criminal or forensic psychology. 

What do you like about Northampton Academy? 
From the day I joined Northampton Academy, I thought that I would feel like 
an outsider, but I was wrong, the students became my friends and growing 
together made the bond stronger.  The environment that surrounded me, 
revolutionised me, pushing me to become the greatest person I could be.   
The school has taught me how to be disciplined, motivated, confident and 
strong as an individual.  

Why did you choose Northampton Academy Sixth Form? 
The Sixth Form at Northampton Academy opens up new pathways to students 
to show the them the things they didn’t know they could achieve.  The staff 
ensure that every individual achieves their best, allowing the students to 
reach the goals they set for themselves, always striving to be successful in 
everything they aim for. 

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future Sixth 
Formers? 
The Sixth Form area in the school is a welcoming and comfortable area, 
having the class rooms close by allows students to get to lessons quickly 
without having to worry about being late.  The Sixth Form is like a huge family 
of students and staff, who respect each other and smile together, looking out 
for one another and no one feels left out. 

What are you career plans? 
I wish to go to university to study chemical engineering, to build a career 
alongside the military, whilst pursuing the sport of body building and power 
lifting, to one day become one of the greatest champions across the world. 

Success Stories
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Isabelle Hannon-Thompson, 
Year 13

Dilshan Muththettuwage, 
Year 13
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One of the five pillars of United Learning’s approach to running excellent schools is the development of Education 
with Character.

Whilst we are proud of the important focus we place on academic excellence, we believe that students need a 
breadth of opportunities and experiences in order to become confident, well-rounded and ambitious young adults.

Throughout their time with us, students are expected to contribute to our school community and to society. We 
want students to step outside their comfort zone and try things they would not normally do, to persist in the face of 
difficulty and to become resilient in overcoming obstacles. 

Our enrichment programme is a very important and compulsory part of the Sixth Form experience and is 
overflowing with opportunities to try something new and develop new skills outside the formal learning 
environment.

Northampton Academy is committed to providing a programme of careers education, information, advice and 
guidance (CEIAG). This makes a major contribution to preparing you for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of life.  We collaborate with further and higher education establishments to give independent advice 
and help you to choose the right career path to suit your individual needs. 

Strong links have been forged with local businesses and apprenticeship providers who regularly visit us to hold 
innovative workshops and practical career and enterprise days, giving an insight into the world of work that awaits 
you after your studies.

Further information about careers and guidance at Northampton Academy can be found in the careers section on 
our website. 

Please see our separate insert for a comprehensive list of current enrichment opportunities.

Character, Enrichment and Careers Advice
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Student Leadership Opportunities
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Tom Jones - Head Boy
“As head boy, it’s my duty to ensure everyone in the Sixth Form has the assistance and guidance they need, 
whether it be from me or from members of staff.  Along with the Head Girl, it is my responsibility to head up the 
Student Leadership Team and work with my peers, holding the collective responsibility of creating an accepting 
and welcoming environment for everyone.  The true test is balancing this accepting environment with one that 
is conducive for learning in all areas of the school, which we succeed in doing with our incredible facilities for all 
subjects.  Northampton Academy Sixth Form boasts a hugely multi-cultural community full of people form all walks 
of life.  This multiculturalism gives our Sixth Form an air of acceptance and tolerance which is vital in a young 
persons life.  I consider it my honour and privilege to represent this school and this Sixth Form at all open evenings 
and events and invite you to capture a glimpse of the life we students here live every day.”

Kemi Adeyemi - Head Girl
“My role as head gives me the chance to become a voice for students and an 
opportunity to represent the opinions and needs of the students, whilst ensuring 
that Northampton Academy Sixth Form truly represents the students that 
make it up.  A core part of my role is to embody the schools values of Respect, 
Determination and Ambition, ensuring that every student feels supported and 
listened to and make the most out of their time here, be it exceeding their academic 
potential or socialising to form lifelong friendships.  Although balancing my 
leadership role with my studies may prove challenging at times, seeing the process 
from ideas to physical changes that the leadership team makes alongside staff, 
makes every minute worth it.”

Leadership skills at every level are vitally important for young people. These qualities will help you develop a 
persuasive ability to influence others in a positive fashion. Improving your confidence and ability to sell yourself 
during interview is crucial in your preparation for the journey beyond Sixth Form to university, employment  
or training.

Northampton Academy Charter - We Promise

 Leadership opportunities for every student, every year

 A safe, caring and exciting environment

 To uphold the core values of Respect, Determination and Ambition in everything we do

The Sixth Form Leadership Team



Principal: Mr. Nat Parnell 
Wellingborough Road, Northampton NN3 8NH 

t 01604 210017
f 01604 773830

e enquiries@northampton-academy.org
www.northampton-academy.org

Northampton Academy is part of United Learning. United Learning comprises: UCST (Registered in England No: 2780748. Charity No. 1016538) and ULT (Registered in England No. 4439859. An Exempt Charity). Companies limited by guarantee.  
VAT number 834 8515 12. Registered address: United Learning, Worldwide House, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough, PE3 6SB.

If you are currently a student at Northampton Academy you can apply for the Sixth Form directly using the 
information sheet contained with this prospectus.  

You will be invited for an advice and guidance interview with a member of the Sixth Form team during December. 
The invitation will contain information about the date, time and venue for the discussion. Following this you 
should receive a conditional offer of a place in the Academy Sixth Form, which will be subject to you achieving the 
necessary grades and entry requirements.

Before making any final decisions you will also have the opportunity to experience taster sessions from your 
chosen subjects. This will help you select appropriate courses. 

For all Year 11 students it is a good idea for you to read through this prospectus and our Admissions Policy 
thoroughly to check that the right course is available for you and that you are eligible to enter our Sixth Form.  
Also talk through your application with your parents/carers and current teachers. Bursaries are available to support 
eligible students. Further information is available at the Sixth Form office.

We welcome applications from external students. Please visit our website for further information. 

How to Apply for a Sixth Form Place


