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NA Newsbites – A weekly news round up to keep you informed on what’s been happening whilst the school is closed.  
Newsbites aims to catch up with students, parents, carers and staff, to share stories of what we’re all getting up to, and to 
spread some positivity during this difficult time. Please send your stories, photos and videos for inclusion to Mrs Salmons:  
l.salmons@northampton-academy.org or click here to upload your files >>>

Keep in touch with us... click the logo for links:
www.northampton-academy.org 
enquiries@northampton-academy.org 
Tel: 01604 210017

Seneca League
NA has entered The Seneca Distance Learning League, 
which continues until 7th July. 

To help us climb the league, all students need to do is 
continue to be active with their work on Seneca. Look out 
for weekly updates on how well we are doing in Newsbites.

Dear All Staff,
Just wanted to send a HUGE thanks to everyone for keeping 
us updated at this current time. It is great to hear such good 
news about all the good things going on out there that the 
school’s involved in too.
My son’s tutor called him today for a chat and to ask how 
he is feeling and how he is coping with the school work - a 
lovely touch. The teachers have answered all my children’s 
questions, and they have been very supportive and helpful, so 
thank you.  
Enjoying ‘Newsbites’ - it’s an excellent read with lots of 
interesting posts. Great to see the artwork from students, 
videos from teachers and students’ written work too. Thanks 
to you all.
Stay safe - we will all be back to normal one day (soon 
hopefully). Sending kindest wishes and regards.The Cullen Family

VE Day
Friday 8th May marks the 
75th Anniversary of VE-
Day. Victory in Europe Day 
is when the German army 
surrendered, bringing the 
Second World War to an 
end in Europe. A special 
presentation will be coming 
out next week from the 
History department, so keep 
an eye out for it.

In the meantime, students may want to 
join with other people in the country by 
putting something up in their window to 
show they are remembering VE-Day. Why 
not make a sign, or draw a picture? 

We would love to see them; please send 
in any pictures for next week’s issue. 

Visit the VE Day website to find out more 
>>>

Mr Rush
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English
Mr Leafe’s Live Lesson Debut

Mr Leafe conducted his first ‘live’ lesson on 
Microsoft Teams this week with his Year 10 English 
class.
He said: “It was wonderful to have so many students 
attend, and it felt invigorating to be teaching for 
‘real’ again!”

Mr Leafe would like to praise the following students 
for showing such fantastic engagement in the live 
lesson:

Bailey D -  Bailey was brave enough to take part 
in the lesson by providing insightful answers to 
challenging questions during the experience, and he 
showed great Ambition by tackling a difficult poem.

Ben C -  Ben has completed all his English work 
and showed Respect by thanking me personally for 
the live lesson after showing high engagement by  
taking part.

Art Gallery
The Art department would like to showcase some of the 
work uploaded on SMHW this week, we are impressed 
with the high-quality pieces by our talented students.

Art on Instagram!

Please follow the Art department’s brand new 
Instagram page showcasing some of the artwork the 
students have been completing while at home.

https://www.instagram.com/
northamptonacademyart/.

Macey H, Year 7

Ellie May C, Year 7

Domantas B, Year 9

Izzy B, Year 9

Anastasija V, Year 10

Nicole T, Year 10

Yasmine S, Year 7

Learning From Home

Yasmin M - Yasmin showed 
high engagement during the 
lesson and has shown Respect 
in her communication on 
Show My Homework.

Year 9 English Shoutouts from Mrs Vince 
Thomas B  - Thomas sent in a ten slide Powerpoint 
presentation, containing screenshots of all his work 

which is very good with lots of detail.
Alice K  - Alice produced some amazingly detailed  

written work demonstrating excellent  
comprehension and insight. 
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BBC Make a Difference
I have been extremely impressed with the quality of 
the letters you’ve all been writing for the BBC Make 
a Difference Campaign. I would like to give special 
praise to Gracie H in Year 7 and Esther T in Year 8 
for their heartfelt, thoughtful letters. I’m sure the 
person who receives them will enjoy finding out 
what you’ve been doing. Gracie even included her 
favourite poem by Spike Milligan just to bring a smile 
which I thought was a lovely touch.

I would also 
like to mention 
Year 7 student 
Maria S for 
her brilliantly 
colourful letter.

Miss Osmani

RGS Young Geographer of the Year 
This year’s Young Geographer of the Year 
competition gives young people the chance to 
explore the potential that Geography holds. 
Although we are all confined to our homes, it 
is an opportunity to examine students’ broader 
geographical horizons. By entering the RGS 
Young Geographer of the Year competition, 
students will explore “The world beyond my 
window.” 

The RGS Young Geographer of the Year 
competition is open to all year groups.  
Click here for more >>> 

Spanish
Year 7 are working on family members and their ages. It is great to see how much effort the students are putting 
into it. Here I have featured some brilliant work from last week by Megan C, Casey D and Eli P. 

Year 9 are working on school and subjects. Abida 
I has made a massive effort. It is always amazing 
to see how much effort she puts in. She wrote 
that her favourite subject is Spanish, which 
made me very happy. 

Year 9 students continue working on their 
task this week. Last week Abigail S. and Aleasha B. made an 
enormous effort and produced some high quality work.

This week, we continue our work about family 
and friends. We have learned how to describe 
eye and hair colour in Spanish. Megan C made 
a great effort and produced some fantastic 
work.

Thursday 23rd April 2020 

Exercises 

Exercise 2: 

1. Mi madre 

2. Mi padre 

3. Mi tio 

4. Mis primos 

5. Mi abuelo 

6. Mi abuela 

7. Mi tia 

8. Mi bisabuela 

9. Mi prima 

10. Mis padres 

Exercise 4: 

1. Veinte = twenty 

2. Trienta = thirty 

3. Cuarenta = forty 

4. Cincuenta = fifty 

5. Sesenta = sixty 

6. Setenta = seventy 

7. Ochenta = eighty 

8. Noventa = ninety 

9. Cien = hundred 

Exercise 5: 

1. Padre = 50 

2. Madre = 43 

3. Hermanastro = 15 
4. Bisabuela = 90 
5. Abuela = 68 

6. Hermana = 9 

Exercise 6: 
1. Hola! Me llamo Rafael. En mi familia hay cuatro personas. Mi hermano 

se llama Tomas y tiene diecisiete anos. Mi hermana se llama Elena y 
tiene veinte anos. Mi madre se llama Beatriz y tiene cuarenta y seis 
anos. Mi abuelo se llama Paco y tiene setenta y siete anos. 2. Hola! Me llamo Carmen. En mi familia hay cuatro personas. Mi padre se 

llama Victor y tiene cincuenta anos. Mi madre se llama Juana y tiene 
cuarenta y seis anos. Mi tia se llama Silvia y tiene cuarenta y tres anos. 
Mi primo se llama Ramon y tiene dieciseis anos. Exercise 7: 

C, d, a, e, b 
Grammar – exercise 1: 
1. Mis 

2. Mi 

3. Mi 
4. Mi 

5. Mis 

Grammar – exercise 2: 
1. Sus padre son muy famosos. 
2. Su madre se llama Valeria. Tiene cuarenta y ocho anos. 3. Su padre se llama Toni y tiene cincuenta anos. 4. Su hermana se llama Vera y sus hermanastros se llaman Kevin y Kelly. 

To all Spanish students who are working, keep 
up the excellent work! If you didn’t manage 
do your Spanish work, I look forward to 
receiving it soon, remember it is always better 
late than never.

You can do it! Stay safe and healthy.

Señora Alonso

Young Geographer of the Year 2020: The world beyond my window 

This year’s Young Geographer of the Year competition gives young people
the chance to explore the potential that geography holds. Although we
might all be confined to our homes, we are asking young people to explore
their wider geographical horizons by providing entries to the RGS Young
Geographer of the Year competition and explore:

“The world beyond my window” 
The competition is open to*:*Students should enter within the Key Stage category which they are currently in. 

KS3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)KS4 (Years 10 and 11)KS5 (Years 12 and 13)

KS3 and KS4 students will produce an A3 sized entry.
This can be hand-made (sent in electronically via a scanned copy or photograph) or made using 

PowerPoint, Word, Publisher then saved as a PDF.
KS5 students will produce an Esri Story Map containing no more than 1,500 
words. 

The deadline for entries is 30th June 2020.
All entries should be emailed to YGOTY@RGS.ORG along with your 
completed entry form found here https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year/2020-
competition/

As we are holding our own internal ‘Northampton Academy young 
geographer’ competition, please can you also email your entries to Miss 
McDonald, or upload them to the show my homework post where you will 
find further guidance on creating your entry.

Click here to find out more >>>

https://www.northampton-academy.org/portals/0/documents/coronavirus%20information%20and%20letters/information%20for%20students/Young%20Geographer%20of%20the%20Year%20Competition.pdf?ver=2020-05-01-092737-213
https://www.northampton-academy.org/portals/0/documents/coronavirus%20information%20and%20letters/information%20for%20students/Young%20Geographer%20of%20the%20Year%20Competition.pdf?ver=2020-05-01-092737-213


Character 
At Home

Welcome to our ‘Character at Home’ programme which was launched last week. 
This is an opportunity for students to put all the values that they have learned 
about at school into practice, also to show their families what well-rounded young 
people they are becoming. All the information on this programme is available at  
https://www.northampton-academy.org/students/character-at-home. 

Students - remember to download and fill in the student passport to receive your 
bronze, silver or gold badge awards. Here is what some of our students have 
shared so far:

Northampton Academy Orchestra
Drumroll please.... Northampton Academy Virtual Orchestra 
at home has now made it’s online debut! Well done to all 
who took part and thanks go to Miss Tustin for organising 
and putting this together. 

Click here or on the image to view >>>

Please share your Character at Home activities with us and don’t forget  
to update your Student Passports!

The Great Outdoors
Lekyle B in Year 8  has been 
experimenting with some 
outdoor photography while on 
his daily exercise walk. 

Cookery Club
This week’s Cookery Club Enrichment at Home tasks 
included the following; make a cup of tea, present 
your food in the style of a restaurant or make banana 
muffins. Here is some of the creative work that came in. 
A cup of tea video>>>

Annie C - Cup of tea video Annie C - Restaurant Meal
Reece M -  Banana Muffins

Abigail S - Cup of Tea
Abigail S - Pizza Tea
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Thanks to our Elite footballers Scott S and James O for sharing their PE at Home with us. 
Scott has been doing lots of cycling while James O shared videos of his football practice 
and PE activities. Click the screens below to see James’s videos. Mr Champelovier

Nucleus at Home
Lemon Volcanoes
Thanks to Ethan for sharing his Lemon 
Volcanoes experiment, which he enjoyed 
doing. The lemon contains citric acid which, 
when mixed with the sodium bicarbonate 
(an alkaline) starts a chemical reaction. The fizzing 
is the reaction between the bicarbonate of soda 
and the citric acid. The bubbles produced are 
carbon dioxide gas.

Character 
At Home
PE at home
Ben A sent us these photos of his PE at Home 
activities which he has been undertaking since 
the lockdown began. The darts game called 101 
had the added benefit of mental arithmetic 
practice. He has been playing badminton over 
the washing line too.

Nucleus VI Students Working With  
St Johns’ Care Home
We all know that this is a difficult time 
for care homes across the country. 
Before the lockdown, our Nucleus VI 
students were paying regular visits to 
the residents if St John’s Care home. 
Now that they can’t visit, the students 
have been compiling various activities 
to send over to the residents. Erica and 
David sent over some crosswords and 
word searches. The residents were very 
grateful for the activities, which are 
helping to keep their minds busy. Maia 
sent over a letter to one of the residents, 
which put a smile on his face and made 
him feel special. Miss Duncan

Science Club
This week has seen the launch of Science Club as part of the Enrichment 
at Home programme, sparking up some fantastic, ambitious work from 
students. I have received 
some incredible pictures 
and write-ups of home 
experiments. This one 
from Gracie H in Year 7, 
shows the ‘UV rays’ art 
experiment, which worked 
beautifully.

Ms Sands

https://youtu.be/Jea_cA7n5VU
https://youtu.be/MAu4h_8PXcQ


Library at Home
Follow this link to check out our NEW Reading at Home 
page on the school website. As well as links to ways 
you can read and listen to books for free you’ll find new 

Lockdown Library 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
reading lists, the first 
theme being Feel 
Good Reads. These 
are available for KS3, 
KS4 and there’s even 
one for KS5 and 
parents/carers. All 
books are available 

to download as eBooks, lookout for new ideas coming 
soon! Make sure you try out myON from Accelerated 
Reader, FREE books to read on-line.

Don’t forget to follow the library on Twitter and Instagram 
for up to date library news and all things books. Look 
out for a chance to take part in some Twitter fun from 
Monday!

Let ’s get reading!
Tom Palmer Reads

Well known football 
author Tom Palmer, 
the writer of Foul 
Play, the Football 
Academy and Rugby 
Academy series, is 
reading his books 
live on-line. New ones added daily. 
On Tuesday 5th May, between 10 am, and 11 am, Tom 
will be hosting a live chat on his Facebook page to talk 
about his new Second World War books. Check out his 
website for more information, all the links you need and 
lots of other fun activities. Don’t forget to quiz on any of 
the books that you listen to in the same way you do with 
any you read. Don’t worry about the level; just think of 
that word count going up! Visit Tom’s website here >> or 
watch on his YouTube Channel here >>>

Skulduggery

You can now listen to the first 
book in the Skulduggery Pleasant 
series by Derek Landy for 
FREE here >>>. You can log on 
to quiz in the usual way, even if 
you have done so before and 
take an Accelerated Reader 
vocabulary quiz, test your 
word power. The Skulduggery 
Pleasant series is wacky, 
amusing & highly entertaining. 
If you’re already enjoying this series, check out books 
by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman.must-read for age 
14+ students and parents. Available to download from 
Amazon for £3.99

   

Accelerated Reader
Congratulations to Year 8 student Isaac on becoming 
an Accelerated Reader Word Multi-Millionaire, having 
read 2,185,087 words since September. Charlotte in 
Year 9 has joined our Word Millionaire Club too, reading 
1,164,914 words. Congratulations to them both. 

Don’t forget you can still win an Amazon Kindle Fire 
tablet; there is one up for grabs for each year group. 
Students who have read one million words or more, 
between last September, and the end of the next half 
term, will be entered. So keep reading and quizzing as 
much as you can! Good luck.

Lockdown Yoga
Some of the students who are in school during the 
lockdown have been practising Yoga, with the help of 
Mrs Reeve’s labrador, Ruby.

Introducing Billie Button!
This week Miss Brett and her 
family welcomed Billie-Button, 
the baby tortoise into their home. 
He’s only one year old and loves 
to eat parsley and dandelions. 
We’re sure you’ll agree he is just 
too cute!

Miss Grimes Vounteer Work
Miss Grimes has been accepted 
as a volunteer to help the NHS 
during these difficult times. She will be called upon 
when someone needs any assistance. Her duties could 
include anything from calling someone who is lonely 
for a chat, going shopping the isolated or vulnerable to 
collecting medication or prescriptions.
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